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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  BRIDGWATER  AND 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICTS, 

TTTE  18S8. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Many  Annual  Renorts  has  it  been  my  duty  to  present  to 
you  regarding  the  Vital  Statistics  of  this  Borough,  and  such 
Sanitary  Measures  that  have  for  their  object  the  preserviVion 
and  increase  of  health  among  its  inhabitrmts  ; yet  no  Report 
gives  me  greater  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  than  this  for 
the  past  year. 

Never  has  it  been  my  good  fortune  to  record  so  low  a 
death-rate,  and  rarely  can  I remember  so  high  a birth-rate. 
No  epidemic  has  threatened  us  with  its  presence,  although 
here  or  there  a case  or  so  of  Scarlatina  was  notified  to  me.  it 
was  of  a mild  type,  and  quickly  disappeared  without  sprea,(V>n,c 
its  injurious  influence. 

It  has  been  a year  of  much  congratulation  in  that  which 
relates  to  the  Public  Health. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  923  acres.  Population,  14,000. 

1898.  1897. 

Birth  Rate  — 36-2  34-9 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  18-2  20-2 

Zymotic  Rate  ...  ...  ...  l-O  0-9 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  115-9  100‘2 
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I have  made  no  difference  in  my  estimate  of  the  popula- 
tion, viz:  14,000,  although  the  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 
during  the  past  two  years, — 459 — or  since  the  extension  of 
the  Borough,  and  the  introduction  of  so  many  factory  hands, 
are  matters  pointing  very  strongly  to  a sensible  increase  of 
the  Population,  and  my  statistics  may  therefore  be  received  in 
a still  more  favourable  light. 


There  were  256  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
the  past  year  as  against  283  in  1897,  representing  an  Annual 
Death-rate  of  18.2,  or  2 per  1000  less  than  in  the  year  previous. 
Deducting  14  deaths  that  occurred  in  the  Infirmary  and  45  in 
the  Union  Hospital,  197  deaths  remain,  equivalent  to  an 
annual  rate  of  mortality  of  14.07,  as  against  16.3  in  1897. 


Year.  Population.  Deaths. 

1896  12,600  305 

1897  14,000  283 

1898  14,000  256 


Rate  per  1000.  District. 


24-2 


Western  131 
Workhouse  37 
Eastern  117 
Infirmary  20 


r Western  125 
J Workhouse  44 
20-2  I Eastern  104 
Infirmary  20 

r Western  110 
J Workhouse  45 
18.2  1 Eastern  87 
[ Infirmary  14 


As  regards  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred,  84  died  aged 
65  and  upwards,  and  59  under  one  year  of  age,  or  at  the  rate 
of  115.9  per  1000  of  Births  registered. 


In  the  Urban  Population  of  Somerset  it  was  130-7  in  1897. 
It  is  a matter  of  congratulation  that  our  Infant  Mortality  com- 
pares so  favourably,  and  leads  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
mothers  are  becoming  more  alive  to  their  responsibilities. 


As  regards  the  general  causes  of  death,  14  resulted  from 
Phthisis,  27  from  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  or  Pleurisy,  22  from 
Heart  Disease,  and  16  from  Injuries.  In  15  cases  inquests 
were  held. 

From  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  Diseases,  14  Deaths  were 
registered  as  against  13  in  1897. 
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Two  died  from  Diphtheria,  one  of  Typhoid  Fever  imported 
from  without,  one  from  Measles,  four  from  Whooping  Cough, 
and  six  from  Diarrhoea. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  represented  by  1.0  per  1000  of 
the  population,  or  54.6  per  1000  deaths. 


Infectious  Diseases’  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

The  Act  continues  to  work  with  much  success  and  withou*: 
the  least  friction. 

The  following  Cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year : 
Scarlatina  27,  Diphtheria  4,  Typhoid  Fever  2,  (contracted 
from  without  the  Borough)  ; Erysipelas  5. 

Every  Sanitary  precaution  was  immediately  taken  with 
these  cases  to  prevent  their  spreading. 

INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year,  advantage  was  taken  of 
this  Hospital  to  isolate  a case  of  Scarlatina. 

We  would  strongly  suggest  that  the  Hospital  Committee 
frame  rules  for  our  guidance,  as  regards  the  reception,  profes- 
sional care,  nursing,  provision  and  payment  of  patients,  and 
consider  one  or  two  little  matters  connected  with  the  beds, 
bedding,  and  disinfection,  which  require  attention. 

And  this  naturally  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  a 
much  larger  scheme  of  isolation  ; how  far,  should  occasion  ap- 
pear necessary,  you  would  unite  with  the  Rural  District 
Council,  and  erect  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  Bridgwater  and 
the  Districts  surrounding? 

It  is  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  many  that  the  Vaccina' 
tion  Act,  1898,  has  robbed  us  of  the  greatest  safeguard,  and 
most  beneficial  agent  we  possessed  in  the  mitigation  and  pre- 
vention of  small-pox.  In  Bridgwater  110  persons  have  been 
granted  exemption  under  the  Conscience  Clause,  and  of  890 
Childi’en  horn  during  the  past  two  years,  and  who  now  survive 
520  remain  unvaccinated. 

Now  should  Small-pox  break  out  in  this  Town,  what  a 
field  is  there  here,  where  the  germs  of  this  terrible  disease  in 
its  most  malignant  type  would  be  thickly  and  widely  sown ! 
What  extensive  accommodation  would  be  required,  and  from  the 
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experience  of  other  Towns  where  it  has  been  tried,  it  lias 
failed  absolutely.  Again,  the  conscientious  objector  to  Vaccin- 
ation may  have  a still  more  conscientious  objection  to  the 
removal  to  an  Infectious  Hospital,  and  Section  124  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Act  merely  says,  “may,”  and  not  “shall”  be 
removed. 

We  are  confident  that  notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties 
wPich  surround  us,  w^e  shall,  should  unfortunately  Small-Pox 
visit  this  Town,  find  that  the  means  at  present  at  our  command 
if  employed  with  energy  will  be  ample  to  check  the  spread  of 
this  terrible  disease. 

We  strongly  suggest  your  taking  into  consideration  the  pro- 
vision of  a Public  Slortuary. 


Administrative  Sanitary  Work. 

With  reference  to  the  administrative  Sanitary  Work  of  the  Town,  we 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3J.st  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  378  notices  had  been  issued  as  against  3S2  in  the  previous  year. 
These  Notices  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Miscellaneous  Notices  42 

Notices  brought  befoi-e  the  Health  Committee  207 
Defective  Water  Fittings  129 


378 


The  Notices  brought  before  the  Health  Committee  had  reference  to  a 
total  of  287  defects  which  may  be  summarized  as  follows 


Reported, 

Abated. 

In  hand. 

Defective  Drains 

37 

32 

5 

,,  Closets 

48 

33 

15 

,,  Gullies 

12 

3 

9 

,,  Shuting  & rain  water  pipes  89 

61 

28 

,,  Condition  of  inhabited  houses  10 

8 

2 

Dirty  Condition  of  inhabited  houses 

24 

15 

9 

Overcrowding 

5 

5 

0 

Accummulation  of  House  Refuse, 

and  Manure 

22 

19 

3 

Animals  and  Birds  kept  in  an 

Unsanitary  Condition 

25 

2.5 

0 

Dangerous  Buildings  _ ... 

9 

8 

1 

Improper  Supply  of  Drinking  Wells 

6 

6 

0 

Attention  should  be  called  to  the  fact  of 

the  great  improvements  late- 

ly  carried  out  in  what  used  to  be  the  most  insanitary  properties  of  the 
Town,  viz  : Gold’s  Buildings,  Honeysuckle  alley,  and  Hamp  street.  Some 
of  the  old  Cottages  have  l)een  pulled  down,  and  new  ones  are  now  being 
erected  in  their  stead,  while  others  have  been  thoroughly  renovated  inside 
and  out.  The  Owner  is  to  be  much  commended  for  the  way  in  which  he 
has  dealt  with  this  Property. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  no  improvement  can  be  recorded  under 
this  heading,  and  although  frequent  warnings  have  been  given,  no  proper 
utensils  are  provided.  The  nuisance  still  continues  as  to  boiling  offal,  and 
the  blood  is  still  allowed  to  discharge  into  the  Sewers.  The  question  of 
providing  a Public  Abattoir  is  attended  with  much  difficulty,  and  until 
power  is  given  you  to  close  all  Private  Slaughter-Houses,  a thing  much  to 
be  desired,  I fear  it  must  remain  in  abeyance. 


Dairies. 

Occasional  inspection  of  these  places  have  been  made  from  time  to  lime 
and  the  premises  found  clean  and  wholesome.  It  might  be  advisable  to 
consider  the  question  of  adopting  the  Model  Regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  13oard  in  respect  of  Dairies,  Cow-Sheds  and  Milk'Shops. 
Several  samples  of  Milk  have  been  sent  to  the  Borough  Analyst  for  exam 
ination,  but  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Bake-Houses. 

These  have  been  inspected  as  usual  during  the  jear,  and  repairs 
carried  out  where  required.  Some  are  kept  in  excellent  c indition  as  to 
cleanliness  and  repairs. 

Workshops  and  Factories. 

One  complaint  have  been  made  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  during  the 
year,  this  has  received  attention,  and  proper  Sanitary  Appliances  are  now 
provided. 

Drainage. 

Amongst  the  many  works  taken  in  hand  by  the  Town  Council  are  the 
construction  of  the  main  sewer  in  Wembdon  Pvoad,  thereby  giving  every 
facility  for  the  proper  drainage  of  the  houses  situate  between  the  Brewery 
and  the  Borough  Boundary  on  the  Wembdon  Road.  Then  the  main  sewer 
in  the  Taunton  Road  has  also  been  extended,  and  the  various  properties  in 
that  District  have  now  all  been  connected.  Surface  water  sewers  in 
Washington  Terrace,  V/ashington  Gardens  and  Cranleigh  Gardens  have 
also  been  constructed. 

The  past  year  has  also  witnessed  a large  extension  of  sewers  on  private 
lands,  such  having  been  constructed  in  the  development  of  various  building 
estates.  Under  the  present  condition  of  the  law,  these  Sewers  must  be 
maintained  by  the  Town  Council,  and  any  work  required  in  their  cleansing 
flushing,  etc.,  must  be  undertaken  by  that  body.  It  would  therefore  be 
extremely  advisable  to  consider  the  question  of  the  protection  afforded  in 
such  cases  by  the  adoption  of  portions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amend- 
ment Act  of  1890, 


New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

During  the  past  year  235  Plans  affecting  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
have  received  the  consideration  of  the  Plans  Committee.  The  various 
works  may  be  summarized  as  follows 

New  Streets  and  Sewers  ...  S 

Dwelling  Houses  191 

Additions  and  Alterations  18 

Stores  .1 

Additions  to  Factories  ,,,  1 

Warehouses  ...  ...  *2 


Workshops 
Business  Premises 
Sheds 

Club  Room 


2 

3 

8 

1 


235 
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The  favourable  remarks  made  last  year  in  regard  to  the  general  con- 
struction of  Property  in  and  about  the  Borough  may  be  repeated,  but  with 
some  exceptions.  Every  care  is  still  taken  to  render  the  Sanitary  Work 
and  Fittings  thoroughly  sound,  and  for  that  purpose  all  Drains,  Sewers, 
and  Fittings  are  tested  previous  to  their  being  covered  over.  Under  this 
heading  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  fact  that  Bye-Law  9S,  xjrovides 
for  every  new  house,  previous  to  occupation,  being  thoroughly  inspected 
as  to  its  fitness  for  human  habitation,  and  intending  tenants  should  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  result  of  such  inspection  at  the  Municipal  Offices  pre- 
vious to  entering  into  possession. 

Rainfall. 

As  in  past  years,  tables  are  appended,  shewing  the  Rainfall  at  Ashford 
and  BridgM^ater,  for  the  last  of  whicli  u e are  again  indebted  to  Mr,  Henry 
Corder. 

Water  Supply. 

It  is  a matter  for  great  ccngratulation  that  in  spite  of  the  long  con- 
tinued drouglit,  aggravated  as  it  was  by  the  deficiency  of  the  rainfall 
during  the  preceding  winter,  no  curtailment  of  the  Water  Supply  to  the 
Town  was  found  to  be  necessary.  It  would  however,  greatly’’  assist  the 
Town  Council,  and  also  improve  the  property  of  the  ratepayers,  if  more 
care  was  taken  to  prevent  waste.  We  use  far  more  water  than  is  absolute- 
ly necessary,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  every  gallon  has  to  be  raised 
from  the  Pumping  Station  by  means  of  costly  machinerjq  stricter  regard  to 
turuing  off  taps,  and  more  frequent  inspeciion  to  prevent  same  leaking, 
would  the  sooner  equalise  income  and  expenditure,  and  thus  tend  to  bring 
down  the  gross  amount  of  the  rate.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  pointed  out 
this  matter  is  one  which  the  consumers  have  very  much  in  their  own  hands. 
You  have  a thorough  good  supply  of  water,  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
you  have  Machinery  the  best  of  its  kind,  and  maintained  in  a state  of 
thorough  repair  and  efficiency,  and  it  remains  therefore  with  the  eonsumers 
generally  for  me  to  add  to  my  other  remarks,  that  the  Water  Works  are 
maintaining  themselves. 

During  the  past  year,  six  of  the  old  ^Vell  Supplies  in  the  town  were 
examined,  and  found  to  be  impure,  and  in  each  case  new  supplies  from  the 
town’s  mains  have  been  laid  on. 

Conclusions. 

The  year  just  passed  has  witnessed  a still  further  extension  of  the 
Town,  on  all  sides  we  see  Buildings  in  progress,  and  these  occupied  as  soon 
as  finished.  Perhaps  the  greatest  improvement  that  has  taken  place  is  the 
making  up  of  Washington  Terrace,  Washington  Gardens  and  Lyndale 
Avenue,  the  work  is  w’ellin  hand,  and  the  days  of  the  w'retched  roadway 
and  the  still  worse  footpaths  are  at  an  end.  It  is  well  it  is  so,  not  only  for 
passers  by,  but  for  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

FBANCIS  JNO.  C.  PARSONS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

FRANCIS  PARR, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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-RAINFALL  IN  1898.- 


ASHFORD. 

BRIDGWATER. 

Month. 

Total 

Depth 

Greatest 

Fall  in  24 

hours. 

N o.  of  days 

on  which  -1 

or  more 

rain  fell. 

1 Total 
! Depth 

Greatest 

b'all  in  24 
hours. 

1 N o.  of  days 

1 on  which  •! 

1 or  more 

1 rain  fell. 

January 

Inches 

•72 

Depth 

•19 

Date. 

20 

8 

Inches 

1.17 

Depth. 

•29 

I 

:Date. 

19 

11 

February  . . . 

1-52 

•23 

4 

17 

•45 

•23 

3 

17 

March 

•79 

•38 

7 

10 

•80 

•30  i 

6 

13 

April 

1-31 

•43 

30 

lO 

1-36 

•52  ; 

29 

10 

May 

3-63 

1-16 

21 

20 

3-62 

1-12  i 

20 

20 

June 

1-42 

•43 

25 

12 

1-11 

•36  1 

26 

11 

July 

•21 

•09 

29 

3 

•26 

•12  i 

28 

3 

August 

2-46 

1-70 

7 

11 

3-01 

2 05  ! 

6 

16 

September  ... 

1-10 

•75 

30 

6 

•94 

•60  ' 

29 

7 

October 

4 88 

1-30 

18 

18 

5-64 

1-43 

17 

21 

November  ... 

4-48 

1-90 

24 

13 

4-61 

2 -.30  1 

23 

16 

December  ... 

3 03 

•95 

7 

13 

2-67 

1-07 

6 

18 

Total  ... 

25-55 

1-90 

No.  24 

141 

26-64 

2-30 

No.  23 

163 

Births  in 


Bridgwater... 


the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority, 

During  the  Year  1897. 

1st  Qr.  2nd  Qr.  3rd  Qr.  4th  Qr.  Total. 

134  122  131  102  489 

Rate  per  1000 34*9. 


BIRTHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1898. 

Bridg>Yater...  132  132  127  118  509 

Rate  per  1000 36*3. 


Table  shewing  Birth  and  Death  Rate,  Infantile  Mor- 
tality  and  Zymotic  Death  Rate. 


Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
Population 

Death  rate 
pet  1000 
Population 

Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Per  1000 
deaths 

Per  1000 
births 

Per  1000 
Population 

Per  1000 
Deaths. 

1} 

20-2 

1731 

i 

100  •2 

0-9 

45  9 

S 1 S6-3 

18-2 

i 

j 230‘4 

115-9] 

10 

54  >6 

rain  fell. 


TABLE  SHEWING  THE  VAEIOUS  CAHSES  AND  NUMBEE  OF  DEATHS  IN  EACH  MONTH. 
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ANALYSIS  OV  BIETHS  AND  DEATHS  EEGISTEEED  IN  BEIDGWATER  DURING  YEAE  1898. 
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Total  Births 

Total  Deaths 

Died  aged  65  and  upwards 

Under  One  Year 

Of  Fever  ... 

’-*3 

o 

m 

O 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Diphtlieria 

Violence 

Other  Causes 

Inijuest  Cases 

In  Public  Institutions 
Bridgwater  Infirmary  ... 

Union  Hospital 

TABLE  OF  'OEATHS  during  the  Year  1898,  in  the  Bridgwater  Urban  Sanitary  District,  classified 

according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 

Population  Mortality  trom  all  causes  at  i Mortality  from  subjoined  Causes,  distinguishing  deaths  of 

at  all  ages.  subjoined  ages,  I Children  under  Five  Years  of  age. 
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POET  SANITAEY  AUTHOEITY. 


Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Port 


of  Bridgwater  for  the  year  1897-8. 

1897.  1898. 

Number  of  Sailing  Vessels  93  93 

Tonnage  of  same ...  5977  tons  6050  tons 

Number  of  Steam  Vessels  9 9 

Tonnage  of  same 406  tons  430  tons 

Number  and  Tonnage  of  Sailing  and  Steam  Vessels  v^hich 
entered  Bridgwater  Eiver  for  trading  purposes. 

1897.  1898. 

Number  of  Sailing  and  Steam  Vessels  2414  2118 


Amount  of  Tonnage 158,438  tons  162,629  tons 


The  number  of  foreign  vessels  in  1898  were  49 
and  the  British  2069,  making  the  above  total  of  2118. 


During  the  past  year  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  the  vessels  has  been  maintained,  with  the  result 
that  a much  cleaner  and  healthier  condition  is  kept  on  board 
ship.  Many  of  the  vessels  being  only  small  coasters,  are  not 
examined  on  each  occasion  of  entering  port,  but  all,  more  or 
less,  are  visited  during  the  yea^r. 

The  general  statistics  of  the  sanitary  work  may  be  summed 


up  as  follows 

Number  of  Vessels  Inspected  ..,  345 

Number  of  Defects  reported  17 

No.  of  cases  of  Sickness  reported  ...  1 

Number  of  Deaths  reported  ...  1 

The  Sanitary  Defects  reported  to  the  Committee  are  as 
follows : — 

Wet  and  Dirty  Quarters  ...  ...  7 

Ship’s  Stores  in  Forecastle  ...  2 

Dirty  W.C.s  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bad  Bilge  Water  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  ...  1 

Bad  Water  ...  ...  ...  3 


With  reference  to  the  case  of  Illness  hereinbefore  mention- 
ed, it  was  one  of  sickness  from  the  extreme  heat.  One  death 
was  caused  by  Consumption  which  occurred  at  sea,  one  from 
Paralysis,  one  from  Senile  Decay,  and  one  from  Dropsy. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

FEANCIS  Jno.  C.  PAESONS,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


FEANCIS  PAEE,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Rural  Sanitary  Authority. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  I present  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  Year  1898. 

In  its  statistical  value  it  compares  very  closely  with  that 
of  the  previous  year,  so  favourable  in  character. 

Area  60,168  Acres.  Population  19,000. 

1897.  1898. 


Birth  Rate 

26.0 

24.4 

Death  Rate 

13.2 

14.0 

Zymotic  Rate 

0.4 

1.1 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births 

78.6 

90.3 

The  above  table  represents  the  general  statistics  of  the  two 
years  1897-98;  no  wide  difference  is  found  between  them,  the 
same  healthy  condition  of  the  districts  remain. 

To  analyse  more  closely  these  figures  we  learn  as  follows  : 
that  267  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  as  against  252 
in  1897,  or  3 only  in  excess  of  the  average  number  of  deaths 
for  the  past  10  years.  Of  these  deaths  114  died  aged  65  and 
upwards,  and  42  under  1 year  of  age. 

In  the  western  division  of  the  district  139  deuths  occurred 
and  128  in  the  eastern. 

As  regards  the  general  causes  of  death — 14  resulted  from 
Phthisis,  35  from  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis  or  Pleurisy,  and  30 
from  Heart  Disease;  In  8 instances  Injuries  proved  fatal. 

Prom  the  seven  Zymotic  Diseases  21  deaths  were  register- 
ed as  against  14  in  1897.  This  increase  is  not  dependent  upon 
any  epidemic,  but  upon  the  number  of  deaths  resulting  from 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea — 7 and  6 respectively. 
Diphtheria  claims  7 victims,  and  Typhoid  Fever  1.  The 
Zymotic  death  rate  is  1.1  per  1000  of  the  population,  and  78.6 
per  1000  deaths. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act  has  been  of  much 
service  to  us  during  the  year.  The  following  cases  were  noti- 
fied to  me  : —Scarlatina  17,  Diphtheria  16,  Typhoid  3,  Erysip- 
elas 4,  Puerperal  Fever  1.  As  regards  the  distribution  of  these 
Zymotics  Scarlatina  W’as  present  in  a sporadic  form  in  the 
Stowey  and  North  Petherton  Districts,  8 and  5 cases  respect- 
ively ; at  Chedzoy  6 cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  4 term- 
inating fatally.  In  this  village  serious  sanitary  defects  were 
found  to  exist — impure  water,  and  a very  unwholesome 
condition  of  the  drains.  At  no  time  did  this  disease  assume 
the  proportions  of  an  epidemic,  but  was  confined  to  a very 
limited  area  where  certain  filth  conditions  existed  which 
acquired  a specific  character ; prompt  measures,  and  that 
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successfully,  were  adopted  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  very 
fatal  disease. 

The  Births  numbered  465  only,  or  31  less  than  in  1897, 
equivalent  to  an  annual  birth  rate  of  24.4  per  1000  of  the 
population.  This  diminished  birth  rate  points,  I am  sorry  to 
say,  to  a decrease  in  the  population. 

Water.  Much  inconvenience  was  experienced  in  the 
various  villages  in  obtaining  water  during  the  excessive  drought 
that  existed  in  July,  August  and  September,  and  this  especially 
so  in  the  Eastern  division  of  the  district.  It  would  be  a great 
boon  to  many  if  the  scheme  to  supply  Dunwear,  &c.,  from  the 
Bridgwater  Water  Works  could  be  carried  out,  and  that  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible.  Cannington  should  also  be  supplied 
from  a similar  source.  Nether  Stowey  will  soon  have  a supply 
of  its  own.  North  Petherton  should  obtain  a good  and  whole- 
some supply,  and  discard  the  use  of  the  wells  so  liable  to 
pollution. 

I have  referred  to  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
in  my  remarks  to  the  Urban  Council ; I think  you  would  do 
well  to  allow  this  to  remain  in  abeyance  for  a little  while. 


BANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

— 0 — 

To  F,  J.  C.  Parsons,  Esq., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Bridgwater  Bural  District  Council. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I hand  you  my  Report  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the 
Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council  for  the  Year  ending  the  olst  day  of 
December,  1898. 

During  the  year  I have  issued  the  following  Notices  to  abate  the 
Nuisances  hereinafter  named, 

3 for  Cottages  Overcrowded 

5 for  Cottages  requiring  Cleansing  and  White  Liming 

1 for  Dangerous  Building 

2 for  Cattle  and  Manure  kept  in  close  proximity  to  Dwelling  Houses 
8 for  Privies  requiring  Cleansing  and  Repairing 

6 for  Drains  to  be  properly  trapped  with  Doulton’s  Cully  Traps 
8 for  Drains  requiring  Cleansing  and  Repairing 

6 for  Privies  without  Cesspits 
8 for  Privies  requiring  to  be  New 

4 for  Closets  requiring  proper  Pans  and  Traps 
8 for  Cesspits  requiring  Cleansing 

.3  for  New  Cesspits 
13  for  New  Drains 

/ o 

During  the  year  I have  taken  38  sami'des  of  Water,  and  handed  the 
same  to  you  for  analysis 

4 of  these  samples  were  taken  from  wells  at  Horsey  in  the  Parish  of 
Bridgwater  Without,  2 of  these  samples  were  returned  by  you  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption 

1 sample  was  taken  from  a "Well  at  Chilton  Polden,  this  sample  was 
returned  by  you  as  good 
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1  sample  was  taken  from  a Well  at  Cannhigton,  this  sample  was  re* 
turned  by  you  good 

9 samples  were  taken  from  Wells  at  Chedzoy,  two  samples  only  you 
considered  good 

1 sample  was  taken  from  a Well  at  Bawdiip,  this  sample  was  re- 
turned by  you  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

2 samples  were  taken  from  Wells  at  fiddington,  both  samples  were 
returned  by  you  good 

6 samples  were  taken  from  Wells  at  Moorlinch,  only  one  sample 
returned  by  you  as  good 

3 samples  were  taken  from  Wells  at  Othery,  these  samples  were 
returned  by  you  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

1 sample  was  taken  from  a Well  at  Otterhampton,  this  was  returned 
by  you  good 

1 sample  was  taken  from  a Well  at  Over  Stowe}’,  this  was  returned 
by  you  good 

9 samples  were  taken  from  Wells  at  Wembdon,  only  two  samples 
were  returned  by  you  good. 


38^ 

Notices  were  served  on  owners  of  polluted  Wells  situated  in  the 
Parishes  of  Bawdrip,  Bridgwater  Without,  Chedzoy,  Othery,  Moorlinch 
and  Wembdon,  all  the  owners  but  one  have  cleaned  and  protected  these 
Wells, 

The  District  Council  are  still  trying  to  get  a supply  of  water  from 
the  Corporation  of  Bridgwater  Water  Works  to  supply  the  Parish  of  Bridg- 
water Without,  at  the  Eastern  part  of  Bridgwater,  viz : — Dunwear  and 
Chedzoy  Lane  have  no  good  water,  neither  can  they  obtain  any  from  wells, 
as  there  are  no  pure  springs  in  the  District. 

Many  more  Nuisances  have  been  abated  by  the  Owners  and  Occupiers 
by  calling  their  attention  to  them  without  Notices. 

On  the  2nd  May  last  I found  in  a Butcher’s  Shop  at  Cannington, 
occupied  by  William  Pain,  Butcher,  one  loin  and  part  of  a loin  of  Veal, 
undivided,  which  was  dressed  for  human  consumption,  and  hanging  up  in 
the  shop  with  some  carcasses  of  Sheep.  On  examining  the  said  Veal,  I 
considered  the  same  was  unfit  for  the  food  of  man.  I seized  and  carried 
away  the  said  V eal,  and  had  the  same  inspected  by  you,  and  one  of  the 
County  Magistrates,  who  pronounced  the  said  veal  to  be  unfit  for  the  food 
of  man,  and  made  an  order  for  the  said  meat  to  be  destroyed.  From  in- 
structions I received  from  the  District  Council,  I summoned  Mr.  Pain  to 
attend  before  the  Magistrates  at  Bridgwater  on  the  12th  May  last,  and  they 
fined  him  Ten  Pounds  and  costs. 

Mrs.  B.  J.  Cornish  was  summoned  before  the  Magistrates  at  Bridg- 
water, on  the  29th  September  last,  for  not  complying  with  notices  respect- 
ing two  polluted  wells  at  Cottages  situated  at  Skimmertoa  Lane  in  the 
parish  of  Wembdon,  and  her  property.  The  Magistrates  made  an  Order 
for  the  two  wells  to  be  closed,  both  as  regards  human  consumption,  and 
also  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

There  are  76  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  regis- 
tered in  the  District.  I have  visited  the  greater  portion  of  them  during 
the  year,  and  found  the  Daiides  and  Cowsheds  kept  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition. 

I have  during  the  year  prepared  Plans,  Sections  and  Specifications 
for  several  sections  of  New  Sewers  that  have  been  laid  under  my  super- 
vision in  the  undermentioned  parishes. 

(1)  A New  Section  of  12  inch  Glazed  Stone-ware  Socket  Pipe  Sewer 
and  Manholes,  Road  Gullies,  etc.,  in  Bristol  Road,  in  the  Parish  of  Bridg- 
water Without,  at  a cost  of  £274. 

(2)  A Section  of  12  and  9 inch  Glazed  Stone-ware  Socket  Pipe 
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Sewers  and  Manholes,  Road  Gullies,  etc.,  in  the  parish  of  Shapwick,  at  a 
cost  of  about  £30. 

(3)  A kSection  of  6 inch  Glazed  Stone  ware  Socket  Pipe,  Sewer  and 
Manholes.  Road  Gullies,  Cleaning  and  Repairing  Stone  Sewers,  in  the 
parish  of  Othery,  at  a cost  of  £23. 

Several  Sections  of  other  Main  Sewers  in  the  District  have  been 
cleaned  and  repaired  during  the  year.  There  have  been  many  New  Houses 
built  in  the  Parishes  of  Bridgwater  Without  and  North  Petherton.  These 
Houces  have  been  built  under  the  Council’s  Bye-laws,  and  carried  out  in 
accordance  therewith  to  my  satisfaction. 

38  cases  under  the  Notification  Act  have  been  reported  this  year, 
against  14  cases  in  1^97-  Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria  were  the  most  numer- 
ous amongst  these  Zymotic  Diseases.  I have  used  every  effort  to  stamp 
out  these  Diseases.  Every  infected  house  tias  been  properly  disinfected, 
cleansed,  white-limed,  and  drainage  made  in  a sanitary  state.  The  Wells 
cleaned  and  protected,  and  Trained  Nurses  employed  to  look  after  the 
patients.  There  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  reported  since  the  9th  of 
December  last. 

I remain,  yours  obediently. 

WILLIAM  COLES, 

2,  Grosvenor  Villa,  Wembdon  Road,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Bridgwater,  3rd  February,  1899. 


Births  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  during:  1898. 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total 

Rate 

per  1000. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

Qr. 

1898 

1897 

Stowey... 

29 

23 

21 

18 

91 

21.5 

20.O 

North  Petherton 

26 

21 

37 

34 

118 

23.6 

21.4 

Middlezoy 

16 

19 

16 

9 

60 

32.8 

.37.6 

Huntspill 

25 

22 

18 

18 

83 

18.8 

20.6 

Polden  Hill 

16 

28 

18 

18 

80 

26.1 

26;  1 

Durleigh 

1 

2 

3 

31.2 

20,8 

Wembdon 

4 

4 

'4 

"5 

17 

15.0 

31.0 

Chilton  Trinity 

2 

2 

14.1 

35.4 

Chedzoy 

4 

4 

’3 

11 

34.9 

44-4 

465 

24.4 

26.0 

Table  shewing:  Birth  and  Death  Rate,  Infantile  Mor* 
tality  and  Zymotic  Death  Rate. 


Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
Population 

Death  rate 
per  1000 
Population 

j Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases. 

Per  1 000 
deaths 

Per  1000 
births 

Per  1000 
Population 

Per  1000 
Deaths. 

1 ) ■26.0 

13.2 

154.3 

78.6 

0.4 

39  6 

11  •24.4 

14.0 

! 

157.3 

90.3 

1 1 

78^6 

I am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

FBANCIS  J.  C.  PARSONS. 
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